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love and reverence the narrower range of sym-
bols, to choke and stifle the desires that stir in
his heart for the wider range, out of deference
to authority and custom. One must not discard
a cramping garment until one has a freer one to
take its place ; but to continue in the confining
robe with the larger lying ready to one's hand,
from a sense of false pathos and unreasonable
loyalty, is a piece of foolishness.
There are, I believe, hundreds of men and
women now alive, who have outgrown their tra-
ditional faith, through no fault of their own ; but
who out of terror at the vague menaces of in-
terested and Pharisaical persons do not dare to
break away. One must of course weigh carefully
whether one values comfort or liberty most. But
what I would say is that it is of the essence of a
faith to be elastic, to be capable of development,
to be able to embrace the forward movement of
thought. Now so far am I from wishing to suggest
that we have outgrown Christianity, that I would
assert that we have not yet mastered its simplest
principles. I believe with all my soul that it is
still able to embrace the most daring scientific
speculations, for the simple reason that it is hardly
concerned with them at all. Where religious faith
conflicts with science is in the tenacity with which
it holds to the literal truth of the miraculous occur-
rences related in the Scriptures. Some of these
present no difficulty, some appear to be scientifi-